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David Solan directs renewable energy applied research, development, and 
demonstration activities for the geothermal, solar energy, wind, and 
water power technology offices in the Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy (EERE). In addition, he oversees EERE's energy system 
integration efforts. 

Previously at the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), he was the Acting 
Executive Director and Principal Deputy Director of the Office of Policy, as 
well as a Senior Advisor in the Office of Science.  

Before that, Solan was an executive at a multi-institutional research 
consortium and directed a research institute at Boise State University. He 
was the Principal Investigator or Co-PI for energy research awards from 

the National Science Foundation, the International Atomic Energy Agency, DOE, state governments, non-
profits, and industry.  

He has also been a member of the board for the manager and operator of the Idaho National Laboratory, 
the energy and advisory council to the Idaho state government, Idaho Power’s Integrated Resource Plan 
advisory council, and the advisory board for The Electricity Journal. He has published across the energy 
technology spectrum on solar, wind, renewables integration, bioenergy, electric transmission planning, 
energy efficiency, nuclear power, energy security, and natural gas and natural gas liquids. 

He has long-time experience in Federal government service outside of DOE. At the House of 
Representatives, he was a staffer for the Government Reform Subcommittee on Energy and Resources, 
and a Legislative Director for a Member of Congress. He also served at the Environmental Protection 
Agency as a Senior Policy Advisor to the Deputy Administrator and to the Office of Research and 
Development on energy issues.  

Solan received his Ph.D. and M.A. from the University of Delaware and his bachelor’s degree from Drew 
University. 


